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Guide for authors 


Tropical Science aims to disseminate scientific, techno- 
logical and economic information of practical value to 
those concerned with the development of renewable natural 
resources in the Tropics and Sub-Tropics (and particularly 
in developing countries). Formerly, its scope was restricted 
to the post-harvest sector of plant and animal production. 
Now it extends into the pre-harvest and planning aspects of 
agriculture, animal husbandry, forestry and fisheries so 
that, renewable natural resources development activities 
can be reported as a whole or be examined from particular 
angles e.g. integrated operations, socio-economic effects, 
environmental impact, etc. 

The Editor will consider articles within the above scope in 
the following categories: 


Research Papers covering original work which has good 
potential for practical application. 

Reviews on specific topics of practical importance, not 
available elsewhere in up-to-date form. As well as covering 
recent literature, these should reach conclusions about 
gaps in knowledge and the need for further research and 
development. Space limitations dictate conciseness. 
Development Reports describing the application of science, 
technology and economics in real life situations, particu- 
larly in developing countries, where there has been some 
novelty of approach and the findings may be of wider 
interest and benefit. Accounts of multi-disciplinary develop- 
ment projects in the field are especially sought. 

Short Communications in which advances in knowledge or 
experience of practical significance are briefly announced. 


Two copies of the material for publication should be sent 
to the Editor, Tropical Science, 26 Hurstleigh Drive, 
Redhill, Surrey RHI 2AA, United Kingdom. The author is 
advised to retain at least one copy, as the Editor cannot accept 
responsibility for damage or loss of manuscripts. Submission 
of a paper will be taken to imply that it has not been sub- 
mitted elsewhere for publication and that, if accepted, it 
will not be published elsewhere without the consent of the 
Editor and Publisher, as it is then the copyright of the 
Journal. 

Papers, in English, with spelling conforming to the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, should be 
typed, double-spaced and with a wide margin, on one side 
only of standard A4 paper (30 x 21 cm). S.J. (Systeme Inter- 
national) units (metric) should be used throughout. The title 
page should include the full title of the paper, with a running 
title, then the name(s) of the author(s), with the place of 
work and the address for correspondence. There should be 
an abstract of the paper (not exceeding 200 words in length 
and preferably shorter) stating the main findings as briefly 
as possible, so that, if reproduced in abstract journals, the 
author’s contribution will be clear. For indexing, this 
should be followed by a small number of key words. The text 
should be on pages numbered consecutively, with tables, 
footnotes and figure legends on separate sheets at the end. 
All tables and figures should be referred to in the text and 
their approximate position for insertion should be noted in 
the margin. Tables and figures should be numbered conse- 
cutively and have clear, descriptive captions. Nil results 
should be indicated and distinguished clearly from absence 
of data (ND). Headings should be clearly presented in a 
descending sequence from first to third level. Encircled 
numbers |—3 should be penciled in the margin against each 
heading to confirm the level. References within the text 
should be presented according to the Harvard system. All 


authors names and the year of publication should be given 
at the first mention, e.g. (Brown, Smith and Williams 1975), 
but subsequently abbreviated (Brown e/ a/. 1975) unless 
there are more than two authors, when et a/. should be used 
every time. The reference list should be at the end of the 
paper. 

References should be arranged in alphabetical order 
according to the first author and all authors’ surnames and 
initials should be included up to a max. of six authors. If 
there are more than six authors use the first author's details 
only plus et al. The year of publication should follow; then 
the title of the paper, report, book, conference etc. (as used 
in the original, with the English language translation if 
necessary); then the source of the publication. For papers, 
the journal title should be expressed in full, followed by the 
journal volume number and the issue number (if pagination 
starts afresh in each issue) and the first and last page 
numbers of the article concerned. For books, please provide 
the town of publication, then the publisher, the edition 
number (if not the first), and the total number of pages in 
the book. 


Examples: 

1. Chang Y. S. and Smith J. B. (1973) Characterization of 
peach pectin. Journal of Food Science 38, 646-648. 

2. Coursey D. G. (1967) Yams, pp. 172-178. London: 
Longman. 230 pp. 

3. Adams J. M. and Schulten G. G. M. (1978) Losses 
caused by insects, mites and microorganisms. In: 
Postharvest Grain Loss Assessment Methods pp. 83-93 
(Harris K. L. and Lindblad C. J. eds). New York: 
American Association of Cereal Chemists. 150 pp. 


Illustrations. Black and white line or halftone figures will 
normally be accepted. Please use only to the extent essential 
to clarify the text. (Under exceptional circumstances colour 
photographs may be allowed, but only on the under- 
standing that the author will contribute to the cost of repro- 
duction and extra printing costs.) Photographs — these 
should be glossy prints of good contrast, labelled on the 
reverse side using a chinagraph (a soft waxy pencil) pencil 
on the top edge giving the authors name and the figure 
number. NB: paper clips, folding, or writing (either on the 
front or reverse) are all liable to render the prints useless for 
reproduction purposes. Line Drawings — these are likely to 
include line graphs, block graphs, and schematic illus- 
trations. All should be prepared with black Indian ink on 
good quality A4 (8.25 x 11.75 inch/210 x 297 mm) draught- 
ing film or white artboard (samples are available). Correc- 
tions should be made with process white paint. All figures 
should convey information simply with bold, clear traces. 
To avoid reproduction problems please follow this hier- 
archy of preferred symbols for graph traces (a) and block 
graphs (b): 


(a) a 
-O- 
S Z 


Page proofs are sent to the author for final checking and 
should be returned immediately. Alterations in the text at 
this stage, other than essential corrections, may be charged 
to the author, if considered excessive. 

Twenty-five offprints of each paper will be supplied, free 
of charge, to the senior author. 
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